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Rome against the general of the aristocracy by las active enemies, namely,
Pompey and his friends, the embittered members of the equestrian order,
the offended officers and the misguided people, was finally sprung and the
inevitable Pompey, who reaped everywhere where he - had not sown, was
appointed coinniander-in-chief in the East and this time with full powers

more comprehensive and extravagant
than those conferred in the previous
year by the Gabinian law.**

During the year of inaction that had
preceded Pompey's appointment, Mithri-
dates had collected a fresh army, with
which he occupied the frontier of Pon-
tus. Pompey received his new commis-
sion in the summer of 66 B.C., and he
at once pushed forward towards Ca-
bira, through a country wasted by pre-
vious campaigns. Mithridates, anxious
to avoid a battle, retired towards the
sources of the lialys, but he was over-
taken by the Roman general, and obliged
to give battle on a spot afterwards
marked by the city of Nicopolis, founded
by Pompey in memory of the battle.
Here Mithridates was entirely defeated,
and with only a few stragglers succeeded
in crossing the Euphrates. But Tigranes
refused to harbour him in Armenia, and
he made his way northward, with great
difficulty, through the wild mountain
tribes of Caucasus to Dioscurias (Isku-
ria) on the coast of Circassia. Banished
from the regions south of Caucasus, his
adventurous genius formed the concep-
tion of uniting the Sarmatian tribes
northward of the Black Sea, and making
a descent upon Italy. Panic-stricken at
his father's approach, Machares, viceroy of the Crimea, sought death by his
own hand ; and the Crimea again became subject to Mithridates.

So great was the terror caused by the victories of the Roman general,
that Tigranes would have prostrated himself at his feet, had not Pompey
prevented the humiliation ; and Phraates of Parthia, who had assumed the
proud title of *4 King of Kings," lately arrogated by Tigranes, sent to make
an alliance with the victorious Roman, who turned his steps northward in
pursuit of Mithridates. At midwinter lie celebrated the Saturnalia on the
river Cyrus (Kiu-), and in the spring advanced along the coast to the
Phasis. But learning that Mithridates was safe in the Crimea, he turned back
to his old quarters on the Cyrus, and spent the summer in reducing the
tribes which occupied the southern slopes of Caucasus. One of liis victories
was celebrated by the foundation of another NicopoHs, But he was obliged
to return to Pontus for winter quarters. Here he received ambassadors
from the neighbouring potentates, and busied himself in reducing Pontus to
the form of a Roman province. For the next two years he occupied him-
self by campaigns in the famous countries to the south of Asia Minor. &

